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Volume 1

xix: Takasugi Shinsaku sent the summons to Kido to come home to Choshu to take care of the government in March 1864.  Takasugi's coup d'etat resulted from a daring raid by his shotai irregulars, or militiamen; and the domain now belonged to the lower samurai leadership.  This revolutionary government under Kido and Takasugi built up an autonomous military base under the slogans "full independence of central control" and "reliance on arms."  

pg xx:  A pilgrimage to Takasugi's tomb near Shimonoseki and a visit with Takasugi's mistress moved Kido to reminisce about the man whose reckless coup set the stage for radical control of Choshu (27 June 1868.)

pg 39-40:.. whose coup in 1865 set the stage for recalling Kido from exile to take charge of government.  To stage his coup Takasugi used the Kiheitai which he had organized near Shimonoseki in 1863 as the prototype of irregular farmer-soldier units.  Kido and Takasugi had grown up together in Hagi castletown; their boyhood homes are no more than a block apart.  Takasugi died of TB at the age of 29 on the eve of the Meiji restoration

pg 50:  June 27, 1868: ... at dusk I reached Yoshida where I paid my respects before the grave of Togyo; and I visited Baisho.

*Togyo was the pen name of Takasugi.  

pg 181:  14 February 1869 (meiji 2/1/4)

"My boarding their warship with Togyo -- all that seems like a dream now." (referring to Englishman Satow ?)

pg 184: 24 February 1869 (meiji 2/1/14)  

We (Iwasaki Naonoshin and Saito Shinzo) had an enjoyable time over drinks talking about old times.  The Kawanagaro is the place in which I often enjoyed myself with Takasugi Yasuo seven years ago; and I do not know how many times I drank together with Old Asada here.  As I recalled the past, the tears drenched my sleeves in spite of myself.  Several geisha whom I had known in the old days came into wait on us; nearly ten geisha gathered from all around here.

vol 2

Kochuta -> Takasugi's father 

20 June 1871:

On the way back I dropped by Takasugi's, then returned home.

*Takasugi Kochuta (1814-1891) was the father of the heroic Choshu military leader, Takasugi Shinsaku.  Old Takasugi held numerous offices under Lord Mori Takachika, and negotiated in Kyoto in 1862 for the Lord.  After the Restoration Kochuta held several important offices in the domain -- Inspector-General, or Daikensatsu, and Assistant Senior Domain Councilor, or Gondaisanji.  He was also an aide to the Mori family, and, when the han was abolished in 1871, he retired from government service to edit the papers of the MOri family.

21 June 1871:

Takasugi Kochuta came to visit.  Yesterday I went to Takasugi's, and proposed to take Togyo's son Umetaro, to Tokyo with me.  The family agreed; and Kochuta came to talk about the matter, Umetaor coming along.  The boy is now eight years old.   Togyo was my good friend who unhappily died several years ago; and I shall never forget him.

*Togoyo was the pen name of Takasugi Shinsaku (1839-1867), who died of tuberculosis in 1867 on the eve of the Restoration.  Shinsaku was the consummate Emperor loyalist; he was one of the two most celebrated students of Yoshida Shoin at the Shoka Sonjuku in Hagi.  Travel to Shanghai in 1862 with a Bakufu mission to observe the progress of the Taiping revolutionaries only confirmed him in his commitment to the policy of Sonjo, "Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarian," on his return.  The sight of the Europeans lording it over Shanghai must have alarmed him.  In 1862 Takasugi Shinsaku joined with Kusaka Genzui to organize a band of Choshu shishi who burned the English legation at Gotenyama, in Shinagawa, Edo.  Although he organized the irregular unit known as the Kiheitai in 1863 to ward off the foreigners at Shimonoseki, and negotiated a truce with the leaders of the four-power fleet which bombarded the city in 1864, he was often in political opposition to the ruling authorities in Choshu, even in jail, until he carried out a coup in March, 1865 to bring the radical pro-Emperor element to the top.  Owing to Takasugi Shinsaku's military power, Kido was able to become the leading civil official in Choshu in the years from 1865 to 1868.

3 October 1871 (Meiji 4/8/19)

(Note) Kusaka Ichiro came to visit.  A messenger arrived from Yamaguchi prefecture with Takasugi's letter which reveals how incredibly intense is his attachment to  the domain at this time of the decision to abolish the han.

*Takasugi  Kochuta was the father of Kido's associate in the governance of Choshu, Takasugi Shinsaku.  The Takasugi household was located close to that of the Wada home in which Kido grew up in Hagi.

